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the destmy of the world’s’ largeSt democracy ‘and’ the pation of sevenz-:-_\
hundred. million people fov long s:xteen yea*rs could fall: to' the bullets

erupted in" the: capltal and ‘many:: >parts oﬁ’the c@untry- -'Ees'p ape
bY the. new Wane Mmlster Sric Ra]w Gandhl and the ﬁahloii

remmdmg the traumatnc da’ys of partnt»xon. ~Th
turn’ and Whundreds of  infiocent’ peobile Were *ill b
on'thé banks of thé/:Jamuna in the ¢apit
thousands were réndered: homeless
‘Tupees were looted and destroyed. Jllgh thls sort of violence ‘is\

senseless, it unmistakably. pointsité the hold: Indiraji. has-had:ever -

~ the Indian peOple,s partucularly _the masses. : She ably anﬂ quickly 1lledu-

Nehru- and Lal-_ Bahadur. Sh;as_t_n_;-fmm.i t_he .Ind_;_g_n_ .pol_;__t;cal __sgqn_
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took up the sacred _ta;slg ~of building up of a modern India of her
father’s and Mahatma Gandhi’s dreams. In the initial years she had
to face hurdles not oaly from the opposition parties but also from
a section of senior leaders of her own party, which she had overcome
with'- commendable ‘courage and conviction so characterestic of her
charismatic personality. Her detractors accused her of - dictatorial
attitudes, .her leaning towards dynastic rule and lust for power, ridiculed
her ~¢ongept: of demgcracy, socialism and committed bureaucracy and'
judiciary. Critics have also pointed  out. her errors .of judgement in
flouting: the verdict of the Allahabad High Court: unseating her in
Parliament and imposition of the Emergency in, 1975.. History will
judge the truth or otherwise of these criticisms. :

_; But it is an undeniable fact that Indira Gandhi was the most.
powerful woman of the world and one of the most outstanding
statesmen gnd dynamic leaders the, world has' ever produced. She
constantly and hopsfully worked for world peace and disarmament,,
better understanding and improved. relations .among  nations and fruit~
ful applications of the five principles of international relations initiated,
by her father. It'is to her credit that the Non-aligned movement -
of the third world countries gained momentum. and proved a formi-
dable force to be reckoned with .in international pelitics. The pres-
ence of the Heads of Governments and top leaders of more than a hundred,
countries in her funeraland the rich tributes gaid by. them on hes-

tragic. death clearly prove the pre-eminent position she held in world
politics. .

- “For goed. or bad, Indira was Indig for nearly two decades. She
was undoubtedly the most popularIndian leader aftec ‘Mahatma Gan-.
dhi- and Jawahatlal Nehiru, snd will go down in history as .one of
the. builders of & strong, -secular, prosperous.and united India. Indeed:
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she laid down her life at the altar of the country’s. unity and -soli-.
darity. It is not our aim in this tiny tribute to analyse the different
aspects of her imique personality and assess her achievements. ;md.
failures as the Supreme Egader of the Nation during a most difficult
and turbulent period of the history of .free Indla. It is mdeed impo-,
ssible to define and analyse her complex and emgmatxc character. heri
colourful personality and controversial career so marked by tnumph
and tragedy. She was admired as a most beautiful and elegant lady,
a devoted and dedicated hostess and companion of her father, a
world statesman of outstanding stature, a tower of strength to the
nation, and a dauntless and triumphant leader with uncanny ability
to take right decisions at the right moment bringing glory to the
nation in war and peace. She was at the same time condemned as
a dictator and destroyer of democracy, an imperious, and defiant woman,
an indulgent mother foisting an arrogant son with a2 menacing posture
on the political horizon, and' an unforgiving mother~in-law driving out -
her widowed daughter-in-law with a tiny child from her residence.
She was. also strongly criticised for her electoral malpractices,
personality cult, family hegemony, and populist stunts and slogans
as, well as for her unethical politics of toppling state Governments
formed by parties other than her own. Thus she was the most
controversial Prime Minister we have so far had.

But the fact remains that Indira “andhi wasa true patriot. India’s
greatness and well-being of her peoplc e her first and foremost concern.
She lived, worked and died for India. The best tribute to Indira Gandhi
would, therefore, be to work for a strong, united, secular and prosperous
India. For this we must maintain communal harmony at all costs,
eschew wiolence in public life, forget differences of caste, creed and’
religion, work hard for amehoratmg the lot of the teeming mxlhons of
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oui‘"co‘untrymeh and fémain evet' vig ﬂ“ant Yo' defend tHe umty and mte-
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Jawaharlal Nehru College :

A LOOKING BACK TO THE PAST.

Our college is now twenty and
~ has exuberantly emerged out of the

adolescence into youth. When we -

look back to the past—its origin
and development-many things flash
upon our inward eye and fill our
heart with pleasure and pain. The
idea of a college at a remote and
undeveloped place like Boko fired
“the imagination of the people and

its establishment under the inspiring
leadership of late Sri Probin Kumar
Chaudhuri, then M.L.A and later
Minister, Assam, raised high hopes
in the mind of the local people,
particularly. the tribals and other
* backward classes. On Sri Chaudhuri’s
suggestion, the people decided in a
meeting held on the very next day
of the sad demise of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru on 27th May, 1964 to
name the college after him as a
token of love and respect for the

Principal J. C. Nath.

great leader and builder of modern
India.

In the initial years there ' were
two main hurdles, namely, low en-
rolment and meagre resources and
both hampered- the rapid growth
of the college. In less than three
years’ time after the establishment
it almost faced closure owing to
financial stringencies. It was mainly
due to the uatiring zeal and efforts
of late Sri Chaudhuri that the finan-
cial hurdles were overcome and the
college was placed on a firm footing.
There was another threat to its very.
existence from a responsible quarter
in 1975. This time also Sri Chau—
dhuri took up the cudgels for the
college and invited the attention
of the Prime Minister, Srimati Gan-

. dbi whose timely intervention saved

it from any possible harm. We are
therefore very much pained tothink
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of his untimely loss and gratefully
remember his signal services to the
college. As President of the Govern-
ing Body. of the college since its
inception in 1964 till his death on
16th November, 1975 -Sri Cka2udhuri
- guided the college on sound lines.
A Recent Set-back :

There was no Governing Body
after the death of Sri P. K. Chau-
dhuri and the college was managed
by the Principal under direct orders
- from the D.P.I., Assam till the time
of its reconstitution with cffect from
“August 3, 1977 with Srimati Narbada

Chaudhuri, wife of late Sri P.K. Chau-

* . dhuri and Chief Executive Councillor,

Gauhati Mahkuma Parishad. Srimati
‘Chaudhuri remained President till
-completion of her 2ad term in

" -May/82. Thereafter the G.B. was

~ reconstituted with -effect from Aug 2.
- 1982 with the 'S.D.C., Boko Circle
‘as the President and the Prircipal
as the Secretary.

The Governing Body of an aided
~~ college in the . State .is constituted
- in accordarce with the provisions of

the Assam; Aided Colleges Management

Rules, 1976. The powers and func-
tions of the President, the Secretary
and Principal and the Governing Body
are well-defined and they are expec-
ted to function under their own
jurisdiction. But the S.D.C., Sri
Maheswar Das had a queer notion
of the powers and functions of the
President of a College Governing
Body. Like a pucca bureaucrat he
treated the Principal as his subor-
dinate, wanted the Principal to be
at his beck and call, and used
derogatory language in his corre.-
pondences and denigrated the authority
of the Principal by directly irterfe-
ring in the day-to-day administration
of the college. He went to the
extent of receiving applications of
the employees for leave over the
head of the Principal, encovragio®
defiance of the authority of the
Principal by the employees, qué:”

tioning ' the movement of th°
Principal on official duty. He
violated the provisions of the

Assam Aided Colleges l\/iaﬂf.lg‘“ncnt
Rules, 1976 by refusing permissio®
to convene a meeting of the GP
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for more than nine months inspite
As a result
the college suffered immensely and
the developmental
to a standstill.
A Ray of Hope :
The attention of the D.P.I, Assam
was drawn repeatedly to this unha-

of repeated requests.

activities came

ppy state of affairs of the college
for the intransigence of Sri Maheswar
Das whose misuse of power and
authority defeated the very purpose
for which the G. B. was reconsti~
tuted. Jt was also brought to the
notice of the Goveinment his calcula-
ted attempt to lower the Principal
in the estimation of the public. It
may not be out of place to men-
tion that Sri Das even questioned
the authority of the D.P.L to direct
the Principal to convene a meeting
of the G B. to discuss some of the
pressing problems of the college
and threatened to sue against him.
At long last the D P.L, Assam was
convinced of the great harm done
to the college by the S.D.C. as
President of the G.B.and dissolved
it with effect from May/84 and

reconstituted it with Sri U.C. Das,
Minister, Fishery and Co-operatives
as the President and the Principal
as the Secretary for better manage-
ment of the college. Itis fervently
Loped that the G.B. under able
guidance of the new- President will
rise to the occasion and do its
best for the smooth management
and rapid growth of the college.
Uphil! task : | S
The new G.B. faces an uphill-
task of expansion of physical faci-
lities. There have been persistént
deminds for an auditorium, a Sepa-
rate lhibrary building, scparate boys’
and girls’ class
rooms, laboratories and a ‘museum
as well asa girls’ hostel. The G.B.
will have to address itself to meeting
these longstanding and genuine de-
mands. With the introduction of
the Three Year Dagree Course from
the current academic session.-expan-

common rooms,

sion of class room accommodation
has become-an immediate necessity.
In 1983 the college received a non-
recurring ‘building - grant of ' Rs.
50,000/- from  the state Government.
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With this grant the college autho-
rities took up extension of the
existing college building measuring
. 2660 sqft. But before the work could
start, the roofs of the main buil--
ding were completely blown out by
a cyclonic storm on the night of
11th April, 1983 causing a damage
of over Rs. 50,(_)00/-. The repair
work was taken up on warfooting
and completed in record time. The
. hon’ble D.P.I., Assam was Kkind
enough to pay a visit to the college
immediately after the calamity to
assess the damage personally and
promised adequate grant to com-
pensate the damage. But the promise
is yet to be fulfilled. The extension
work was taken up but it still
remains ihcomplete for want of
funds. . .

A Welcome News ;

The college has hitherto received
‘00 building grant from the U.G.C,
Even the basic grant has been denied
to this college: The State Govern-
ment has however sanctioned a non-
recurring grant of R, 1,0J,000/-
( Rupees one lakh ) this year. for

construction of a girls’ hostel. This
bhas been hailed by all sections of
the people and has caused jubilation
among the students, particularly the
girl studsnts. The hostel, when com-
pleted, will fulfil a long-felt need.
Here we place on record our sincere
thanks to the State Government
for this sympathetic consideration.

A Common Handicap :

The colleges under deficit grant
in-aid system in the state have been
suffering from a common handicap
of non-sanctioning of posts of Lec-
turers by the Government in time.
On public demand these colleges open
new subjects with prior permission
of the University and concurrence
of the Government
teachers

and appoint

on nominal consolidated |
Non-sanctioning of posts
of Lecturers maintained by the
colleges against the new subjects
not only puts a severe financial
strain on the colleges but also creatés
several problems for them. Notable
among them are non-availability of
duly qualified candidates at consoli”
dates salary, frequent dislocations of

salaries.
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routine management owing to sudden
resignation and growing dissatisfaction
in the stdﬂf for disparity in pay.
Our college is no exception to this
situation. Even a small college like
ours has been maintaining as many,
as seven teachers at
salaries out of its meagre resources.
Of these, only two posts have been
sanctioned to this college ia 1983
and 1984 and the appointment to
these two posts is still to be appro-
ved by the D.P.. Assam. This
state of affairs is not at all con-
ducive the general academic
atmosphere and the Government
should give active consideration to
remove the handicap by sanctioning
requisite posts of Lecturers to the

colleges in time.
Welcome to the New Members :

The undernoted teachers bave

joined our college during 1983 and
1984.

1. Srimati Binaya Devi, M. Sc,,
Department of Anthropology
(1983)

2. Kumari Manisha Bhattacharyya,
M, A. Dept of Political

Science. (1984 )

to

consolidated .

3. Srimati Rafika Hussain, M.A.,
Dept of Education ( 1984 )

4. Sri Gajendra Prasad Borah,
Dedt. of Education -( 1984 )

5. Sri Paramananda Majumdar,

. - Dept of Geography ( 1984)

6. Sri Bhadrakanta. Sarma,

~Dept of Geography (.1984)

I, on behalf -the staff, students .
and management of the college and.- .
on my p_ersonél behalf extend a
warm welcome to the new members
and hope that their joining the happy
family of Jawaharlal Nehru College
will earich the heritage of this dear
institution of ours. .
QObituary : .

The happy family of our cbllege
was overtaken by a tragedy on
March 1, 1984 when Sri Dinesh
Chandra Sarma, Head of the Depart-
ment of Political Science died sudd- =
enly. His death was a bolt from
the blue, for nobody could imagine
that the man who attended college .
as usual on 28th February would
be snatched by the icy hand of.
Death on 1st March. He .jipined E
this college as a Lecturer in Political
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Science on 1.8.66 and was later
appointed Head of the Departmz2nt
in the subject. A self made man,
Sri Sarma fought relentlessly against
penury and adverse circumstances
and provided -a solid support to his
famil. and other dependenis. - But
unfortunately happiness, in the ordi
nary sense of the word, eluded him all
along his life. This had had some
effect on his psyche and disturbed
him in the pursuit of his normal
avocation. There were occasions when
we had to deal with him sternly in
the interest of the institution. But
at the same time we were OVer-
whelmed to see his moral courage
when he offered apologies on realizing
his mistakes and lapses. In his
premature and unexpected death a
stormy life come to an end and
Jawaharlal Nehru College lost a
successful “teacher. May his soul
rest in peace ! Amen !
Extra-Curricular Activities :

It has been our endeavour to
pfOVide opportunities to our students
for extra-curricular activities for fuller

development of their talents and

personalities. The Students’ Union
under the guidance of the teachers
in- charge of various departments,
looks after the extra-curricular activi-
ties by organising competitions in
sports, games, music, drama, social
service etc. and by holding meetings
and seminars. Last year our college
participated in the Inter College
Football Tournament held at Dhekia-
juli LOCD College and moved up to
Semi Final. The N.S.S. unit of
the college organiscd a Special Camp
in Chamaria Satra which was ravaged
by the Bengali spsaking people of
the surrounding areas in the wake
of the 1983 General elections and
rendered ysomen’s service by buil-
ding as many as -forty four houses
to the riot-victims. At the invita-
tion of the students’ Upion in connec-
tion with the annual College Week
two distinguished educationists Df-
Probin Sarma, Principal Pandu Coll-
ege and Dr. Banikanta Sarma, Head
of the Dept of M.I.L., Gau.at
Utiversity, visited our college and
participated in the prize giving mee-
ting as Chief Guests.
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-We are however sorry that eur
college magazine ‘JTawahar Jyoti’ could
not be brought out last year for

continued absence of the Editor-elect

and failutre of .the Students’ Unjon
to take timely action. This is a
should not be
repeated in future. The college
magazine is the mirror where the
activities of the college-its achieve-
ments and failures are reflected. As

serious lapse and

such it should be the endeavour of

all those who are entrusted with
the publication of the college maga-~
zine to see that it is broiight out
regularly for the benefit of its alumni

and the general public. Jawahar

Jyoti should also carry the message:
“of love and brotherhood, national‘w‘r

solidarity ani international

standing and propagate the.ideals ‘O.f}"' |

democracy, socialism and secularism=

ideals for which - Jawahaslal , Nehru -

lived .and worked. .. . ¢ .
Promises to keep and. miles;to.

‘.go'! r..

While opening the, new. col'lege',-

on August 4, l971..ﬂlate Sri. Probm
Kumar Chaudhuri, the founder Pres:
dent of the college and Transport

und'er-.‘ v

-)

Minister, . Assam, in, his :5!".1.3-‘“’3'1‘:1‘?,1 ap
address made a s’é*‘lemri- prom'i s'e to,.

both Arts and Selenee ffaculues and w2
directed all his eﬁ'orts to fuifil ‘hIS
“promise.” But before real;zatmm of
his dream he was rerhe\rfredl frorﬁ
the scene'by destiny. It is forthose .
of us who had the good fortune to
work with him in close go~opera-
tion and perfect understanding to
go ahead with courage | and !
mmauon for realization of. th
of our dear departed Ieader

J,.H,l.n’

ST ".'
ent aﬂilmtlon .

_xlr”\ -h;
-a

|||l

4. Subject taught
Alt. Enghs~
(MIL), Blectlv.
nOmics, .._Bollt



History, Anthropology, Education,
Geography.
(ii) B.A. (Pass) : English, Alt. Enghsh,

Assamese (MIL). Electlve Assamese,

5. Year of sanction of Deficit Grant -Ist September/1969.

6. Errolment

J. N. College Magazine |

Economics, History, Pol. Science,
Anthropology, Education, Geography
B. A. (Hons) : Assamese and Ecoi
mics.

Year PU./H'S,_.C B.A.
Boys  Girls Boys  Girls
1981-82 286 _ 79 99 19
1982-83 288 113 101 31
1983-84 256 130 115 35
1984-85 243 107 96 27
7. Exammat:on Result
Yedr | o PU. _ - B.A.
Appeared * Passed Appeared Passed
1982 166 72 69 20
1983 226 79 60 7
- 1984 278 48 93 21
8. Graduates of the year 1982, 1983 and 1984 :
1982 '

et

1. Miss Sabitri Kalita.
2. Miss Ranju Rani Kalita.
3. Miss Manjula Boro, 27
4. Miss Kabita Basak.

5. Sri Deben Ch. Boro.

”

9y

»

( Hohs/ AS)

6. Miss Malina Rabha. ”
7. Sri Mahat Pam.

8. Sri Mamat Ch. Kalita,
9. Sri Dinesh Ch. Das.
10. Sri_Prabhash Patowary (Simple pass)

”
(13

”»
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11. Sri Mihir choudhury (Simple pass) 11. Sr_m{ Jlfnra Ram Da :Slimp‘le: pass)
12. Sri Banamali Das S b2 S"r-’i"'La_-ksheswar Rabha ™
13. Sri Prabin kr. Nath =~ ” 13. Sri rlgé:ﬁ]an Ktj. Rabha ”
14. Sri Mani Ram Rabha » 14. ‘$r’T11Karuna Hérzo[w'v? I
15. Sri.Nanda Ram Boro ” ' f Nar Kl
16. Sri Chittaranjan Biswas | 16 Md . Matleb Ah r'
I7. Sri Dandeswar Rabha » 17 Srl r'f‘éﬁl"am Iéa'n'fa ri\rdedln o
18. Sri Sarbeswar Rabha » luéSrl K L »
19. Sri Bhumidhar Rabha  ” 19§ ”
20. Sri Gopal Ch. Das 20. Md. Rusta;n Ah RS
1983 2 l\rgg Assﬁ,’.’ Ah f N
1. Sri Bhabendra Kr. Sarkar (Hons/Ec) 9. Té’ i hing 'St £ e [: o
2. Sri Ananta Kr. Roy (Simple pass) 1. SnB K. Dutta, o --
3. Sri Bhabitaran Boro SR 2 ."Snrlr M' C quajth o
‘4, Sri Karuna Kanta Thakuna L 3 Sr} . ”QJ ;If‘ J];Barua
5. Sri Kumud Sarma ' ,r__,’." 4Srl K. ‘Si{ 1
6. Sri Paresh Ch. Mandal ? 5 Sl":i'f§ﬂ-.
7. Sri Prabodh Kalita . '
. 1984 . T 7. er'lfA“]C P
1. Sri Mono Mohan Das ([-Ions/A,) \ i K. M
2. Sri Kamaleswar -Thakuria;, . " ")
3. Sri Karuna Kt D'eka . .r'-ﬁ_p"
4,
5. Sri Naba Kumar Da& "
6. Sri Naba Kumar Biswas ”
7. Sri Nalinee Kr. Das ”
8. Sri Nagendra Kr. Kalita ”?
9. Sri Bipul Kr. Rabha .
10. Sri Monof Mohan Adhikary ™
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18. Sri N. C. Mudiar - Geography

19. Sri P. Majumdar - do.

20. Sri B. K. Sarma - do

10. Non-Teaching Staff :

Si K. C, Das, U.D. A.

. Sri R. C. Medhi, L. D. A.

Sri S. N. Sarma  do

Sri G, Rabha, Libraian

. Sri S. Das, Grade IV.

6. Sti M. Das do

7.Md. H. Ali  do (‘L:ibrary bearer )

_ 11. Governing Biod’y e

\. Sti U. C. Das, Minister, President °
2. Principal J. C. Nath ... Secretary
3, Sri K. R. Rabha ... Govt. Nominee

4, 8ri 1 Pathak ... do
* 4, Sri A. Thakiuria .. do
6. Mrs S. Marak - do

7. Sri A. K. Adhikdry ... G. U. Nominee

" 8. Principal, Chhaygaon College . do

"9, Sri J. Sarma ... Co-opted member
10. 8 C.Boro . .. do.

11. Sri M. C. Kakati' -~ Staff representatives
12. Si-M. K.Sarma ... ‘

i. {:



: SHAKESPEARE g B
AND HIs co'MEllEi%--:

- William Shakespeare, as we ltnoW.,_

is the greatest dramatist of England.
He also holda the foremost place
in the world’s literature. During his
short stay in London, he wrote a
number of plays generally divided
into three classes-Comedies, tragédies
- and histories. His comedies are of
different - types . They range from
farces like ‘The Taming of the Shrew’
to great romances like-‘The Teln?est.’
They - form more than a third part
‘of his dramatic output. .
The comedies ,written first by
him are .“The: Comedg of l_?,_rrom
. “‘Love’s Labour’s Lost’ and “The

Two Gentlemen of Verona.’ They

were writtep by him during the
.period of his apprenticeship in the
itorary workshop. .In these eatly

T

‘M. K: Sarma
Lecturer " in Bnglish °

comedles Shakespeare rmltated the
modes of his contemporanes. But
he reconstructed them to make them
his own. In the play “The Comedy
of Errors’, he followed Plautus, but
the play surpasses the ongmal' !
respect of the mgenulty ol‘ plomng
and also. its adaptablhty to the stage.
In Love’s Labour ) Lost’ Shakes-
peare devxsed a drama aloﬁg ’the
lmes of Lyly s scheme for 4 colirt
entertamment thh it verbal wit,
tbe play reﬂeets the taste of ﬂle :
time. In it also, Shakespeare stif~

,ses Lyly in copjousness of wnt

ld freedom of fancy The othet plgy "

may be labelled as a romant' ;
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having the charm and spirit of Greene’s They are,

comedies It, however, foreshadows

the later comedies of Shakesp'ear‘"i Glm

Quite Qﬁ'eg' pot; "ﬁﬂﬁm% ong : of

his early comedies, is his play "Mld-
sumper . Nrghtps Dream’. Itis said
to .be .ome ,,ofthe..,masterpieces of
the world’s poetry. In it, Shakes-
peare has excelled in dramatnc art.

e 2] 1 )

As regarc'Is the ‘charm' and “Peality

of 't thlS play, Thorndtke, 2 'Shates."

pearean cntre ohserves, 4" “ differd’

o )T ; PR A
from Shakespeare “owii ove’s

Labours Lest “and "fwo Genﬂemen
| of Ver:ona as blossom fronﬁ stalk,

. e’,“ S TIVTY TR bodefe
‘or fairy lami f' rom an" amusement
‘--IF'&I )'J,J:_'L",j (J’ itrevy |\!'} (‘I(H

. park .. % _These early come 1es “of

yri g 4 F

e
Shakespeare r1rnd1<:ate that at tﬁe

LA

ea,rly stage ,}of his dramelme career.!
PO R D P R VI T “'J
hﬁn ;,JY learnt how to = mani-

“‘T"ll'\ REFT

pulate the tools of hlS craft In

hls later comedres, he shlfts the
o i

i .
emphasrs t‘rom plot to charactensa—

ISR .-('a M lll vy }.

and sue exds in aehlevmg
R ) .J yut !“

comglete fuelon of . story
o1 [IER L) Jyn l) " [ {!‘
oharacter.

thﬂ

H'i 1 “J P
1 Dm..'t.ng the Sec?nd period of

STk
’ hls dramatrc _career, Sha}cespeare

wrote also a number of comedles.

so to say, the great
comedies written by him. He now
%) Balind? hity: thezinfluence of
h! }e_?rly masters and his work
becomes quite independent. These
plays reveal much development of
Shakespeare in dramatic power and
technique. The characterisation and
the humour in these plays are deep
and penetratlve 1Bsdides,  Shakéspeare
sHoW muc'li gr’owth i’ the "weight!
of his thought” in thesd “comedies.
For inistarice, "’ play *THe Merchant
o‘f Venite’ s -5aid"'to be' his most
pop'ﬁiaf' " §tage comed‘if in. - “whieh
tragédy’'’ initradés. ' Though" " tragedy
mtru&es iit{ It is avérted. 'Te appears
ﬂha‘t Shakespearb was~ very .:careful
for empliasrzmg' ‘the "happy:‘ending
il 4t "'Sb, ifi ' the Placs of the tragic
énding, Wb find the moon-lit-terrace
at ‘Belmont 4iid " the ' mietiiment of
the réddnciléd lovers!! Bwen we do
feél sympathy " Shylock who has
fhe ‘miking 01 “r-nti'ngteri in him’.
The plag s als noted “for the
technieal“'éktli' with ‘'which ¥ Shakes-
pearb tres ‘the two -stories "together

. ‘and’ ca rrres us’ back ‘and forth from

P - 8
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Venice to Belmont. The characters
in the play are as real and interest-
ing to us as possible. They deeply
impress us with .their speech and
“action. Portia dignified as- a doctor
of laws, is magnificent. Even Jessica
" stealing jewels from -her father is
attractive. Another play that belongs
to this period, is Shakespeare’s
“Yaming of The Shrew’. In it, Shake-
speare has blended the medieval
and classical farce into a play of
enduring eflectiveness. In his next
three plays *‘Much Ado: About
Nothing’,, ‘As You Like It" and
“T'welfth--Night’, Shakespeare main-
tains much advance in the art of
comedy. As regards . these plays,
Charlton, a Shakespearean -critic,
observes in his book ‘Shakespearean
Comedy’, ‘They are the consummation
of a process of growth in the art
of the comedy as practised by Shakes-
peare. With them 'Shakespearean
comedy realises

"

its. most perfect
form--.” In short, these plays are
the culmination of his' comic art.
They are called romantic comedies
as the dominant theme of them is~

apart’. .

13

love, and wooing is represented in
them as a mystical experience. It
is worth mentioning that théese comes
dies are marked by common features
of 'spirit and style.. In “each of
these plays, the main plot- concerns
two beautiful and noble ladies‘and

‘their lovers, and it ends with their

happy union. Besides, ‘the- scenes
are mainly set in the country side
or in the woodland atmosphere
which lends a peculiarly  romantic
charm to the plays. -Shakespeare’s
contemporaries also.  wrote other
romantic comedies, but they-. do not
show any new dev_elgpment in: the
type as these plays of Shakespeare
do. In short, the ‘romanticism* of
these plays is. altogether :different
from that.of Greene or..any other

contemporary - of Shakespeare and so,

it is rightly said that ‘they are .a class

T came the period of Shakes-

peare sombre or bitter ‘comedies..

The comedies written by Shakespeare .
during this period are ‘Measure For
Measure’, ‘All’s Well That  Ends
Well and ‘Trollus And Cressida’, =
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These comedies have some qualities
in common .and they all show the
baser side of sexual passion. It is
said that °no one of these plays
-shows Shakespeare at his best or
marks out any course that he was
to follow afterwards’.

. 'The last:-group. of comedies written
by Shakespeare during the period
.of his dramatic romances includes
“‘Cymbeline’, ‘The Winter’s Tale’ and
‘The Tempest’. They are the come-
dies of Shakespeare’s last phase and

are quite different from any one

of his early comedies.
called romances

They - are
in which - there is
a pervading sense of quiet and
happiness, showing a.ehange :in-the
-mind of Shakespeare. It appears
that Shakespeare  became weary ‘of
the business . of drama and  cared
only for -indulging in  his - whim. A
free rein is given to humour and
fantasy in - these plays. They are

marked by certain common features.
In.cach of these plays, idealised
womanhood is subjected to.all. sorts
of tragic trials and misfortunes, and
‘the. .outcome is kept uncertam tlll

the final denouement. Again the
subjects chosen in them are tragic
in nature, but they are shaped to

a fortunate result. Imogen and

‘Hermione are deeply wronged like

Desdemona in the tragedy ‘Othello’.
Again Prospero in ‘The Tempest’
is driven from his inheritance like
Lear in Shakespeare’s other tragedy
‘King Lear’. Yet the  forces of
destruction .are not allowed .to prevail
in them, and the-end brings forgive-
ness and re-union. In fact an all-
embracing tolerance and kindliness
inspire these romances of Shakes-
peare. Again in each of these come-
dies, the heroine is taken away from
court to share in- simply, idyllic
Scene.. Imogen in Cymbeljne: shares
the natural life of her b'r'otzher.s. in
the cave. Perdita in ‘The Winter’s
Tale’ is. brought up amongst the
shepherds. In ‘The Tempest’, Miranda
is taker » the far-off island to
pass a . .ple, natural life with her
father Prospero. The scene. in each
of these plays is also shifted for
eseape from the old jealousies of
the court to the enchanted  island,
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or the mountains of Wales, or the
sheep—-walks of Bohemia. The very
structure of the plays has the incons-
_equence of reverie. All these charac-
teristics of matter and form point
to the conclusion that ‘the darkness
and burden of tragic sufferings gave
place, in the latest works that
Shakespeare wrote for the stage, to
daylight and ease’.

A survey of all these comedies
indicates only the remarkable variety
of Shakespeare’s conception of the
comic. The first thing that arrests
our attention is that his comedies
begin with a hypothesis and the
audience are expected to admit some-
thing and then, ‘any improbabilities
in them can be reconciled’. 'Even
his masterly play ‘Twelfth - 'Night’
begins with a hypothesis: ~Viola,
the- central figure of the play, for-
tunately escapes drowning, and 'she
finds ‘herself on the sea<shoré. With
her clothes still dripping from: her
drowning, she enquires of the sailors
who rulés the - country: they ' have
landed in.

be . self inviorder to .meaql;;
to WOO.

On bemg told her that

serve -him- as:ajpage. Tt is: the
hypothesis . in  the 'play that: Viela
is found -to-de seméthing; which:an
ordinary girl- would not: Have/d on '
in her: position., She instasitly forms:
her bold design whwh "the!) /pla‘Y# |
unravels. Y S S
The predominant theme rof Shakes» '
peare’s comedy A rwcj?!ms--

is: love. =

man" 'and ‘a youngf'g‘iﬂ' f‘éll iﬁi-ﬁ‘-‘]é\"f@* -'

lot “of. frdiﬁi‘@'ﬁl’l?iégf"

obstructions. ; It appears 1o e
the 'rule’ that the Tov
eae'hl other absolu'tei'_

‘de.spite oa

stances Jshapedl by

COVEr 'lhe ireal’

e oﬁ Gany,medeu j p_{

Viol'a:i i'li ‘Tw
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his comedies. They  are romantic
" and poetic. But they are not divorced
from reality. The characters in them
are real beings of flesh and blood,
and are subjected to ‘the  penalty
of Adam’.

The role of women in .Shakes-
peare’s comedies is worth-mentiofing.
The young .girls are in love withrthe
young men who. run after them.
When any real business - has to be

done, it i3  the young girls who

take the initiative in doing it. Their
lovers appear to be quite helpless.
Rosalind, Viola, Portia and Beatrice
in. his comedies are not only wilty
and daring but also practical and
clear-sighted as to -the ends and
means. They are rich in eloguent
discourse and are never deceived by
their . own eloguence. -

. There is a lot of fum through
punning and .'quibbling in Shakes~
peare’s Comedies.. It is the clown
who s‘pecializes. in: the art. [Feste,

the clown, in ‘Twelfth Night’ provides -

much fut and amuses others. - His
duty is to please Olivia with his

because of the clown, a spirit of
fun pervades the play from start to
finish. ' '

The finest of Shakespeare’s Come- -

dies exhibit dramatic irony working
with a marvellous effect. The charac-
ters in the plays deceive themselves
and are deceived, but the audience
are kept fully informed of the develop-
ing situations. The following address
of the Duke to Viola in° ‘Twelfth
Night’ is an instance of dramatic
irony :

‘‘Dear Lad, believe it;

- For they shall yet belie

thy happy years

That say thou art a man-s? -

. This-addsess of the Duke has
one meaning to him. He knows
that he is praising a -young man.

But ‘to the audience, it has another

meaning. They find that the Duke
is unconsciously praising a young
girl. This device can be found in
other comedies of Shakespeare too.
In such. an irony, the characters
unconsciously gxpress the truth which
the audience know.

josts, and ‘he is paid for it. It is—~ .AS we go through the comiedies,
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a marked development of Shakespeare
as a comic dramatist is noticeable.’

In his early comedies, he is found
e_x_penmentmg in various d1rect1ons
In these ‘plays, his craftmanship is:
obtrusive, and the 'attem'r)’t'f’o m’ésiéi"-
his - sources is apparent The next
stage of his development in comlc__
art is found in ‘The __Mer_chan\.'t. s,
Venice’ and’ “The Metry Wives of | "M
Windsor. - ‘The comedwq that fo]low
are ‘Much Ado *~ About Nothmg,
‘As You Like It’ and ‘Twel ‘::h:_leg ’ -
They are said to be - the culmination:!

~of his' comic art. ~The comedy” "F
“Twelfth Night* s 4 comnlete' ‘and” b
umformly splendld productmn

deslgn and wexecutwn
hls comed:es like ‘The
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store; in it.
he has done this. In it, we find the
same confusion of identity as in ‘The
Comedy Of Errors’. Again Antonio’s
friendship for Sebastian in it, is
anether-- version of the - friendship

In no other comedy,

between -Antonio ‘and Bassanio in-

‘The W
the heroine of ‘Twelfth Night’ dons.
in tman’s attire as Julia does in
‘Thé Two Gentleémen of Verona’.

Merchant of Venice'. Viola,:

In' this sense, it is rightly called ‘a -

masterpiece’- of . recapitulation’. -
..The two .other plays ‘All's Well
That Ends Well’ and. ‘Measure For
Measure’ written after ‘Twelfth Night*
show' something new in his develop-
" mient- as a comic dramatist. Both
the plays have love as- the theme.
But .it. is_not. the love. that' is' gay
and sportive.; rather . it is . serious
and testing. The heroine of the

-

play ‘Al’s ‘Well That - Ends Well’

is not a mocking girl like Rosalind.
She s ‘also: not - a:scatterer of jests:

like Beatrice. She .is rather- strong.

willed and determined °‘to heal the

world that needs healing’. The world
of ‘Measure For Measure’ is a dark
world. It depicts a- society which
is infected with sin.
in it, i8- not .glorified ; rather is it
chastity that is tried.. They are better .
called ‘Problem plays’ by ‘some
 gritics. ' -'

Besides, love -

Ty
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The pliys called romances, of
Shakespeare’s closing years.are marked
by a new temper. In these plays
‘Cymbeline’, ‘The Winter’s Tale’ and -
“The Tempest’, Shakespeare seems
to: overcome the sense: of gloom,
and.he emerges into- ‘a gloriously
serene mood’. The brave new world
we find in them, is rich in plcture
and memory.

Shakespeare’s comedies do not
fall in- line with the commoen ortho-
dox and. classical view.that comedy-
should bs. satiric . or corrective.. His
comedy differs from it.” It is ‘a
venturesome and imaginative under-
taking'. - Its- hefo and heroine are
voyagers in pursuit of happiness,
not yet attained. They are.in search.
of a brave new world wherein the
life of a man may be fuller, and
his joys become more lastmg and
widespread. As said By Charlton; -
“It is an. astist’s . vision;. not..a.
critic’s exposition”.

Shakespeare s comedies have their
own charm and beauty. A bright
sunshin~ inundates and glorifies them.
The sp ‘it- that inspires them is ‘an
absolute humanity unashamed and-
unafraid’. Rnghtly does Gordon say.

“The world is made of Life and
Hope. and the Shakespearean comedy
is a portrait' of the world”.
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RECALLING ‘SUNDAYS

‘Miss Joyshri Bhuyan
Lecturer, Dept. of
Anthropology.

When I turn my back to the past
I only recall those
Sweet and sunny Sundays.

‘Hai Beautiful Sunday —_ - | :
I welcomed each of them w1th a nice smIIe
‘Cause every moment they carried
Smiled with- ]oy and happmess. -
Amidst my friends = '
Eagerly I used to wait for- themf»
"Oh, how lovely were those ‘Sundays ! .

Ve

Now
‘Hellow’—knocking at my .deor -
Every Sunday invites me-—

‘Come out and enjoy the moments v

And play the hour’s game.’

But no— .
No game is toibe pla‘ © now ;

I have chained myself.

Shutting my door up
I bid them farewell
With aching heart and tearful eyes.

AT

X X




..~ ==Naba Kumar Das.
:2nd year, B. A. Class.

| What can I do,
Where have my pledges vanished ?

- Contrivance was.
~ Full of innumerable colours.
But confidence tumed o
. Bitter ané sour R
Sadness is. the boon of my f faults
And happiness 's gone far _oﬂ’ _
No peace,awaits me now o
.Only agenies ., . , .
And agonies left behmd.

Dreams of expegtation :. .., .. °

Miskgyme: - S
Only misled me. . . |



